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Segregation 
In the USA, almost all corn including GM corn, is 
comingled after harvest. There is no routine 
segregation for GM and non-GM corn crops through 
the system, but market demands for specialty/niche 
varieties could see such segregations occurring. 
However, StarLink corn should not have entered the 
human food chain. 
 
StarLink today 
StarLink corn seed is no longer available for sale, 
and seed companies have destroyed their stocks of 
the seed. The registration for growing StarLink corn 
was withdrawn by Aventis in October 2000. 
However, the use of StarLink corn in livestock feed 
and industrial, non-food uses remains fully approved 
by the EPA. 
 
It was expected that it would take up to four years for 
the corn to be completely removed from the system.  
 
The StarLink corn technology has not been 
developed or commercialised in any country outside 
of the USA. 
 
Lessons learned 
Following the StarLink incident, a number of 
regulatory agencies, including those in Canada and 
the USA, and Australia’s food regulatory agency 
FSANZ implemented a strategy which avoids what 
are known as “split use” approvals – where a GM 
plant receives approval for use in animal feed but 
not for human food.  
 
According to FSANZ, “it is now common practice for 
GM plants intended primarily for feed use to also 
undergo food safety assessment and approval for 
human food use. This minimises the risk of 
unassessed and unapproved products entering the 
food supply”, for example, as a result of accidental 
mixing during transport or storage. 
 
Examples of GM crops that have been developed 
primarily for animal feed but which have also been 
granted approval as human foods in Australia and 
New Zealand include high lysine corn, and 
herbicide-tolerant lucerne. 
 

Further information 
www.cdc.gov/media/pressrel/r010613a.htm  
 
www.epa.gov/opp00001/biopesticides/pips/starlink_c
orn.htm  
 
www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumerinformation/gm
foods/frequentlyaskedquestionsongeneticallymodifie
dfoods/part4otherquestions.cfm   
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